Concurrent Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy (CRRT) and Plasmapheresis in Pediatrics.
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Pediatric patients can occasionally require the addition of plasmapheresis therapy to their CRRT treatment. We report a technique combining CRRT and plasmapheresis using the Gambro Primsaflex and the Cobe Spectra concurrently. Connections were made by the addition of two 3-way stopcocks on the access line of the CRRT circuit. Access for plasmapheresis therapy was connected to the first stopcock, and return was connected via the second stopcock. Anticoagulation was maintained via the plasmapheresis circuit. No CRRT flow adjustments were required; plasmapheresis flows were adjusted per protocol. This technique is easily accomplished and done without complications. It provides optimal therapy for patients requiring both CRRT and plasmapheresis, preventing disruptions in hemofiltration therapy.
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