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                  Thirty-nine children’s hospitals responded to a national survey reviewing the current trends in PCRRT.  21 of 39 centers offer continuous veno-venous hemofiltration (CVVH), continuous veno-venous hemodialysis (CVVHD), and continuous veno-venous hemodiafiltration (CVVHDF). 

The survey reviewed logistics of system set-up and coordination. The CRRT systems were primarily set-up and primed by intensive care RN’s (49%) and dialysis RN’s (44%). 11 of 39 centers do not have a formal 24-hour call system in place. In 95% of centers, the bedside RN manages the system once primed and running. Intensive care physicians and Nephrology collaboratively manage 49% of programs, while 28% are managed by Nephrology alone and 18% by intensive care physicians. Coordination of the program occurs by the intensive care unit in 36% of centers, by the dialysis unit (21%), and by ECMO (10%). 

Questions regarding educational structure revealed a wide variety of teaching methods. Initial training for staff involved some degree of didactic information with hands on skill lab training of varying time intervals in 64% of programs. Annual recertification takes place in 44% of centers. 

Queries regarding equipment centers use for CRRT found that 74% of centers use the Gambro Prisma system, 13% utilize the B Braun Diapact, and the remaining centers use the Baxter, Fresenius, or Renal systems. 

This national survey demonstrates the variable approach to CRRT therapy, including training, methods, equipment, and supplies. The differences in training may be one area where a national certification program can help. The PCRRT registry, which collects data regarding equipment, supplies, solutions, circuit life, and outcomes, may provide valuable information for programs that are new or considering protocol changes.
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