Move the Real Critical Care Educator not the Patient

B.Harvey

This session describes the new role of a renal critical carer educator (RCCE) who is based in a regional paediatric renal unit outreaching to 3 paediatric intensive care units (PICUs) within the region. The post started in December 1999. For the first 24 months the objectives of training PICU staff in all aspects of haemofiltration has progressed in all units using flexible training programmes which are under constant evaluation using questionnaires.  400 hours of formal teaching has taken place and the  RCCE has also worked alongside staff whilst continuous veno-venous haemofiltration (CVVH) is being performed to further instil confidence and access skills. Equipment and protocols have been largely standardised throughout the region and an ongoing survey of CVVH use has been initiated which should help to inform audit standards such as complication rates.  The renal critical care educator has been the catalyst for the formation of a regional haemofiltration group which has shared in the development of guidelines and protocols and discussion of clinical data. One unit has changed from perfusionist to nurse led CVVH, and in the two others trained PICU nurses either completely or mostly perform the procedure. Since CVVH is used infrequently in many PICUs the development of the renal critical care educator post could serve as a model for the development and maintenance of skills in other regions and specialities. 
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